Boughton and Dunkirk Neighbourhood Plan
Background document BD16 - Our Community
The Parishes of Boughton and Dunkirk
Boughton under Blean and Dunkirk lie on the edge of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty as
part of the Kent Downs. It is situated in the heart of the fertile hop-growing and fruit-growing
area of North East Kent between the North Downs and the coast. It is vital that this is preserved
for historic value and future generations.

Boughton under Blean, known locally as just Boughton, is entered in the Domesday Book as
‘Boltone’ and Boughton Street is part of the old Roman road of Watling Street which runs from
London to Dover. The road was used by the Pilgrims made famous by Geoffrey Chaucer and
mentioned in the Canterbury Tales:
‘At Boghton under Blee us gan atake, a man, that clothed was in clothes blake, and undernethe
he wered a white surplis’.
Tens of thousands of pilgrims journeyed through Boughton and Dunkirk to visit Becket's shrine
at Canterbury as well as sailors travelling from port to port, calling at the Dolphin Inn (now a
private residence) built around 1766.
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Dunkirk was little more than a wasteland, in fact, once notoriously the wildest spot in Kent until
self-styled Sir William Courtenay chose the area as the scene for his exploits owing to its
wildness and proximity to Canterbury. A road had been cut through the woods of Blean (Saxon
word 'Blea' for ‘rough ground') from Harbledown to Boughton. There was no church or school;
dwellings consisted of a few farms and woodmen’s huts.
Following the uprising in 1838, steps were quickly taken to reclaim the wasteland and make it
into a parish. Dunkirk, Ville de Dunkirk until it became a parish; it has become a strong sister
parish to Boughton and there is little doubt the name derived Dunkerque, with a spot in the
village being known as Petit France.

The building of All Saints / Christ Church commenced and was consecrated by the Archbishop of
Canterbury in June 1841.

Dunkirk School opened in 1846 and served the community for 162 years when it was
amalgamated with Boughton School in 2008 on the Boughton site whose original school
buildings were opened in 1905. The Primary School continues to grow and flourish; in recent
years it has been extended to house improved dedicated teaching spaces and upgraded
technology. It plays a vital and integral role in the life of both communities with several
generations of families attending the school over the years.
Today, with the demise of the school, Dunkirk church too is no longer in use, deconsecrated in
1984 and converted into a private dwelling.
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Further on towards Canterbury lies the Red Lion Inn, the former stable of which was the last
resting place of Sir William Courtenay before burial.

Until 1976, the main street [Boughton Street] was part of the London to Dover Road, the A2.
The building of the M2 and the A2 by-pass has reduced the heavy traffic to Dover and the
villages breathe more easily.
Off the main street are footpaths which branch off in many directions, through hop fields and
orchards, some leading to South Street which is a hamlet to the south of both Boughton and
Dunkirk and part of Boughton parish. It is home to some of the most beautiful houses in the
area [below] and the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul; built in the 13th century and
serving both parishes. It houses records going back to when it was built. It is a Grade 1 listed
building of local flint and was certainly a landmark for Chaucer’s pilgrims travelling on their way
to Canterbury.

The historic parishes are set among some of the richest land in Kent. Boughton alone has more
listed buildings than any other parish in the Faversham area. It boasts a wide variety of
architecture ranging from medieval timbered and Georgian buildings – remaining largely
unchanged – to contemporary bungalows.
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Entering the village from the Faversham side, past the former Dolphin Inn, one comes upon the
thriving 15th century White Horse Inn, once a coaching inn.

The White Horse Inn

The Dolphin

Wesleyan Chapel

The Wesleyan Chapel, built in 1844 of Gothic design, is now converted into apartments. At this
end of Boughton was also a medieval chapel, the Holy Trinity, the stones from which were used
to mend the road and in the building of some of the houses.
St Barnabas’ site was donated by a resident and at least half the fixtures and fittings provided
by public subscriptions. It has excellent access for the disabled, through an investment of
£70,000. St Barnabas built in 1895/6 is now an extensively used parish centre though still
consecrated and licensed for baptisms, weddings and funerals and has an electronically-blown
pipe organ, installed in 1972. On the cenotaph, outside, are forty names from the First World
War and eleven from the Second. Many of the surnames are still found throughout both
parishes today. The parish of Boughton, with its youth and ex-service organisations, holds a
Remembrance Service around the cenotaph every year. The churches are a vigorous part of
village life, much involved in the community.
Similarly, both the village halls were funded by public donation and fundraising. The large
village hall in Boughton was built in 1976 and is used extensively by local organisations and
hired out for private and public functions as well as housing the local public library. It sits in six
acres of parkland and has recently had play equipment installed for all ages to the tune of
around £100,000 due to successful fund-raising by a local community group.
Dunkirk village hall was built recently (and the main hall officially named the Vaughan Howland
Hall on 9th June 2012) following a major fund-raising project to replace the small, fabricated
structure which had stood for many years. Both village halls provide centres for community life.
Dunkirk Village Hall
(with Bees Knees Playgroup)

St. Barnabus

Boughton Village Hall

and the War Memorial
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Between them, the villages have football clubs, bowls club, a golf club and a cricket club. There
are many other clubs and organisations catering for most sections and interests in the
communities. There are three thriving independent Play Groups as well as a popular Parent and
Toddler group.
A Community magazine produced over the past 30 years carries Church news as well as news
from parishes, local organisations and clubs. It is funded by advertising, delivered by volunteers
and has a circulation of around 500.
Today, Boughton and Dunkirk are home for about 3000 people, 600 or so of who are aged 18 or
under. Demographically, it is a mixed parish with few ‘second homes’ and most of the
population working within a 10-mile radius of the villages. The main Faversham to Canterbury
bus service runs through both parishes. Given the good rail service from Faversham, there are a
number of commuters to London.
The lives of both villages are inextricably linked – you can stand on one side of the road in
Boughton and face a house in Dunkirk. The two communities enjoy and share each other’s
amenities, events and friendships.
Proposed changes to the Conservation Areas - SBC to consult during January and March 2017
Boughton Village Conservation Areas

Boughton Street Conservation Area(s)
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Boughton Church Conservation Areas(s)

Boughton South Street Conservation Area(s)
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