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We distributed 1,283 colour leaflets (see Appendix 1) by hand in March 2021, attempting to reach every household and business within the 

two parishes. We encouraged the community to respond via our website (see response form, Appendix 2).  Coverage of the consultation was 

in the local Faversham newspaper and the entire catchment area of the Kentish Gazette which published a full page spread. 

We received a total of 29 responses via the website, plus 7 responses via email making a total of 36 responses.  The response rate of 2.81% is 

low but shows that the plan was not seen as controversial, unlike Swale Borough Council’s local plan review which was also out for 

consultation at the same time, and which provoked a storm of local protest. 

We set out below a summary of the comments received from local residents on each section of the Plan, and the response to the comments 

from the B&DNP editorial team. Due to the overwhelmingly positive comments from the local community, we do not propose to incorporate 

any changes to the text of the Plan as a direct result of the community consultation. 
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B&DNP Plan Objectives: positive 90% negative 10% 

Community comments B&DNP response 

 

Most of the responses focus on limiting housing development and maintaining the villages’ 

individual character and natural surroundings; to preserve the views provided by the entrance and 

exits points of the villages. 

  

The Plan is thought to be comprehensive with an intelligent and caring approach to protecting our 

natural and cultural heritage which is unique.  

There is a call for sustainable and environmental decisions to be taken on any future developments 

with a strong feeling towards the need to protect the villages and the countryside; for both 

communities to have a say on the limiting of further developments in the parishes.  There is deep 

concern over the impact of increased traffic on unsuitable roads inevitably generated as a result of 

these developments, some already in existence and others in an advanced stage of planning.  

 

The majority are appalled at the threat of Boughton and Dunkirk becoming urbanised and state 

forcefully that a gap between the villages and Faversham is essential to maintain heritage, 

character, and separate rural identities. 

 

As more people are working from home, suggestions for the local area:  
 

• further recreation provision for older children 

• more social clubs  

• more activities for all generations   

• the improvement / maintenance of footpaths and walking routes 

• encouragement of more businesses in the villages 
 

 
The NP Group is pleased to note that 
the Plan Objectives are agreed and 
endorsed by the vast majority of those 
respondents living in the two Parishes. 
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Housing Policies: positive 83.3% negative 16.7% 

Community comments B&DNP response 
 

There is almost universal agreement on the need for some housing development as defined by the 

NP.  The most strident response to the housing policies is the wish for only limited and 

architecturally appropriate development within the two villages, and to protect the villages’ 

heritage, conservation and countryside; any development should be affordable, sustainable, 

pollution-free and prioritise local residents.  Off road parking is cited as essential in any new 

development. 

 

Many make comments on the proposed housing development along the A2 towards Faversham 

from Brenley Corner [Duchy land], the resulting traffic chaos and the impact on our villages.  There 

is strong feeling that our ‘village identity’ needs to be retained and for the villages to stay separate, 

and not become an urbanised part of Faversham.  
 

There is a concern about the infrastructure and lack of local amenities to be provided in the event 

of future development, specifically healthcare. 

 
 

Some individual email comments received voice strong concerns over housing: 
 

• The Garden Hotel proposed development and its inclusion in SBC’s LPR.  Failure to be 

included in the B&DNP.  
 

• Duchy land: 2500+ houses / commercial development resulting in the destruction of natural 

wild habitats in the ‘Garden of England’ and the loss of prime agricultural land. 
 

These comments are directly in response to Swale’s Local Plan Review and not B&DNP.  Every email 

was acknowledged and where necessary, an explanation given of the difference between SBC’s LPR 

and B&DNP, and the purpose, scope and constraints of a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
 

 

The slighter lower than average 

percentage of positive comments is 

almost entirely due to the 

misunderstanding over the B&DNP 

and Swale Borough Council’s Local 

Plan Review which was out for 

consultation at the same time. 

 

Despite understandably deep concern 

over the abundance of housing 

currently being built or planned in the 

area, the B&DNP’s policies are widely 

welcomed and supported.  
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Traffic and Transport Policies: positive 93% negative 7% 

Community comments B&DNP response 
 

Most consultees comment on the need for effective village traffic management as a priority with 

suggestions of traffic calming such as reducing the speed limit to 20mph as Faversham has done, 

and pedestrian crossing point[s].    
 

Brenley Corner and the need for major improvement / re-design is mentioned recurrently and the 

need to restrict traffic through the villages when problems occur at Brenley Corner, on the M2 and 

the bypass.  Cars belonging to car sharers who currently park on road verges and in farm gateways 

in Brenley and Homestall Lanes, need better provision and a formal system, as car sharing should 

be encouraged as a contribution to improving the environment. 
 

Concern is voiced about continuing pollution in our village, the provision of better cycle routes to 

encourage cleaner travel; the need for charging points for electric cars to be included in future 

developments [pop-ups, lamp posts, multi-points].  Sufficient off-road parking should be provided 

as standard with any new builds. 
 

 

Brenley Corner features widely in the 

negative comments but the high 

percentage of endorsement for the 

Transport and Transportation policies 

shows the B&DNP has correctly 

reflected the communities’ feelings. 

 

Business and Employment Policies: positive 90% negative 10% 

Community comments B&DNP response 
 

The policies reflect a positive attitude to business development.  The majority of responses support 

new businesses in the villages that are of direct benefit to our community, suggesting:  

• using redundant buildings 

• apprenticeship spaces for training 

• gallery space to showcase local heritage 

• regular farmers’ markets 

• creative, grass roots ventures such as networking opportunities for village businessmen 

and women 
 

 

While most responses are uncertain as 

to what business opportunities would 

be available within the parishes, 

creative suggestions are made and 

show continuing support for our 

communities’ potential in this field. 

and this will need to be 

accommodated by 

those statutory bodies responsible for 
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This could benefit local employment and add to the prosperity and vibrancy of the villages.  
   

Tourists and visitors to our villages and local businesses would undoubtedly create the need for 
extra parking; the traffic flow problems on our already congested roads and lanes would be 
exacerbated.  
 

the strategic solution to the pressing 

traffic problems currently threatening 

our community. 

Community, Well-being, Education and Health Policies: positive 96.7% negative 3.3% 

Community comments B&DNP response 

 

Since the loss of the village surgery in Boughton, many who cite the lack of access to local 
healthcare as a major issue and one to be prioritised in any planning development within the 
villages and Faversham.  The opinion is the Neighbourhood Plan makes a very good case for this.   
 

Any increase or change to the school site and school roll is largely unwelcome and it is pointed out 

that with the village school at capacity, some families have moved out of the village to access 

primary education.  Free bus passes draw secondary school children to Faversham only. 

 

The policies to create cycle trails and improve sports facilities are to be applauded.  It is essential to 

keep community open spaces and opportunities for recreation; outside areas / spaces are key to 

mental wellbeing. 

 

 

One of the biggest concerns expressed 

is the potential for lack of local 

amenities if further development goes 

ahead but overwhelming support for 

the B&DNP’s policies is reassuring. 

Lack of the facilities act as a constraint 

on development as a material 

consideration. 

Environment, Landscape Character and Design Policies: positive 96.7% negative 3.3% 

Community comments B&DNP response 

 

Further strong feelings are expressed about protecting and preserving the green space between 

Boughton and Faversham as a horticultural / fruit belt and for the villages’ separate identity; the 

conservation area, the cultural and heritage assets associated with the villages must be 

maintained.  Any developments should be in keeping with the rural environment and the 

conservation areas. 

 
Again, definitive backing from the 
whole community for the B&DNP’s 
policies in this area. 



 
7 

 

It is important to have planned control of any redevelopment of residential gardens and to limit 

the impact of light pollution.  The more we protect the natural world the better as we rely 

closely on its wellbeing for our own. 

 

General Comments 

Community comments B&DNP response 

 

More housing developments will put pressure on local services [medical, schools] as well as the 
infrastructure and will result in the loss of green space.  Many reiterate the need to keep and 
protect the rural environment as well as strongly urging the preservation of the space between 
Faversham and the villages. 
 

The vast majority of respondents praise the NP, consider it constructive and support the objectives 

as being sound and well thought out.   The NP team are congratulated on the hard work and 

research needed to bring the Plan to fruition.  

 

 
The B&DNP was created following 
extensive, wide-ranging research and 
seeks to address all the concerns of, 
and comments from both parishes. 
 
 

The B&DNP Team are pleased to 
acknowledge the constructive and 
gracious comments received from 
many members of the community. 
 

 


